
The mission of Trinity United 

Methodist Church of Port 

Townsend is to be a  

welcoming ministry; to  

nurture spiritual development, 

fellowship and outreach. 

    

Spotlight: Soren, Shelly and Jeff Randall  
By Shelley Randall  
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 The impending birth of their 

first child led Jeff and Shelly 

Randall to seek out a church 

home in Port Townsend last 

yearðwhich is ironic, consid-

ering that Sorenôs birth last 

August and his still-developing 

sleeping habits (or lack thereof) 

have curtailed their ability to 

attend 10 a.m. services! 

 But the Randalls hope to 

become more involved at 

Trinity UMC as their son 

grows up, and Sorenôs role as 

Baby Jesus in the Christmas 

Eve service was just the begin-

ning. 

 Both Jeff and Shelly were 

raised Presbyterian, but 

Shellyôs family started attend-

ing the Methodist church in 

Anacortes when they moved 

there in her sixth-grade year. 

Jeff is a born-and-bred Wash-

ingtonian and Shelly is a third-

generation Washingtonian, 

although she was born in her 

dadôs home state of Tennessee 

and spent her first year of life 

there. 

 Jeff was born in Quincy, 

Wash., and grew up in three 

small towns in eastern Wash-

ington where his father worked 

as a banker. Jim Randall fin-

ished out his career as a bank 

manager in Coulee City, a town 

of 600 near Grand Coulee Dam, 

and Jeff graduated from high 

school there. He attended Cen-

tral Washington University to 

get his political science degree. 

He always says his first job was 

his favorite: lifeguarding during 

college summers at Sun Lakes 

State Park.  

 Not knowing what to do next, 

Jeff enrolled at the University 

of Washington law school, re-

ceived his Juris Doctorate, and 

passed the state bar exam. Al-

though he found a career in 

land-use planning and never 

worked as a lawyer, he keeps 

up his license. He found it use-

ful, when working for the City 

of Port Townsend Building and 

Community Development de-

partment for eight years, to 

respond to threats of lawsuits 

with, ñFine, have your lawyer 

contact me, we can have a nice 

chat. Iôm an attorney as well as 

a planner.ò 

 Shelly was born in Jefferson 

City, Tennessee, the first of 

three girls. A formative time in 

her young life was when her 

parents, former Peace Corps 

volunteers in Peru, took the 

family to Bolivia for two years 

and volunteered with Christian 

Veterinary Mission, Heifer Pro-

ject International and World 

Concern (her dad is a vet). 

Shelly was 10 years old when 

they moved back to the States, 

bringing with her functional 

Spanish skills and an expanded 

world view that has informed 

her actions ever since. 

 Shelly graduated from high 

school in Anacortes. She at-

tended Smith College, a 

womenôs college in Massachu-

setts and wove a maritime stud-

ies program at Mystic Seaport 

into her American Stud-

ies degree. Drawn to the 

sea, she then spent one 

season as head environ-

mental educator aboard 

a schooner on Long 

Island Sound, followed 

by a season with Port 

Townsendôs own Ad-

venturess. When asked 

how she came to Port 

Townsend, Shelly likes 

to answer, ñI sailed in.ò  

    It was during the final 

haul-out of the Adven-

turess at the end of 1999 

that Shelly and Jeff met 

at a contra dance at the 

Palindrome. Shelly de-

scribes it as ñlove at first sightò. 

Jeff says it took about 48 hours. 

They were married in 2002 and 

honeymooned in Ireland; love 

of Irish music was one of the 

many things that brought them 

together. Shelly plays the pen-

nywhistle and sings and Jeff 

plays the guitar, banjo and bo-

dhran (Irish drum). 

 Shellyôs first Port Townsend 

job was reporting for the 

Leader newspaper, followed by 

grantwriting and communica-

tions for the Northwest Mari-

time Center capital campaign. 

Jeff was promoted to director of 

the cityôs planning department.  
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Head Bean Counter Report  
By Sara Davis  
Treasurer and Chair, Finance Committee Pastorôs Log  

May 2009 
 One of the hardest tasks I do is write 

this column when there is not much new 

to write about.  Itôs easy when I have a 

lot to say, talking on paper.  When fi-

nances are a struggle itôs really hard to 

say anything. 

 March was kind of like February.  

We struggled. The bills continue to be 

paid, payroll continues to be met and 

restoration of the church continues. The 

hard part is we donôt quite have enough 

money at the end of the month to pay 

our Conference Apportionment, insur-

ance and property tax on the parsonage.  

So, thankfully; we get help from the 

savings account, but donôt want to de-

plete the whole account. 

 Yet we are a generous church, raising 

$698 for One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Thank you! This money goes directly to 

UMCOR to pay for administrative costs 

so when there is a disaster somewhere in 

the world the United Methodist Church 

is off and running. Any contributions 

then paid to disaster relief are used 

100% for the relief. 

Balances on the accounts as of March 

31. 2009 are: 

 

Operating Checking  $    405.44 

Operating Savings  $ 8,187.82 

Restoration   $ 2,589.45 

Dedicated Funds  

    checking &  savings  $ 3,561.92 

 

 The library continues to be worked 

on and the Trustees plan to do  more 

restoration in our building.  They cer-

tainly should be commended for their 

planning and hard work. 

 The sewer drainage in the parsonage 

is problematic right now and they are 

working on resolving that problem.  

Since no one has expertise with this 

problem there will be outside costs. 

 I usually am not at a loss for words 

but this month is an exception.  Please 

check the details of the Balance Sheet 

and Profit and Loss Statement on the 

basement bulletin board.  

   

 Grandson Mason and family are 

back in California but he still has health 

issues. Today this 3-month old had 

successful hernia surgery, for the sec-

ond time in his young life at a hospital 

in Reno. 

 My granddaughter Emilyôs stepson, 

eleven year-old Danny White II , was 

struck by a car in New York and died. 

His mother Mary , Dan and Emily had 

to make the painful decision to discon-

tinue life support. No parent should 

ever have to make that decision. My 

heart aches, as I am a sure Godôs does, 

that such a young promising life was 

taken.  

 On Maundy Thursday I handed out 

bios of the 12 disciples  to volunteers. 

They did not know which disciple they 

were until they opened their page. They 

became that ñfollower of Jesusò and in 

a first person account told us their 

story. Then the 12 had communion 

around a table with Jesus. 

 On Good Friday we built the cross, 

darkened the sanctuary and mourned 

the death of our Lord. 

 Easter Sunday service was glorious 

even though the weather was not.  

Twelve of us shivered at the waterôs 

edge at sunrise and found the tomb 

empty. Fred Johnson and others pre-

pared a wonderful breakfast and a full 

house covered the cross in flowers 

while singing Christ Has Risen songs. 

 In spite of wars, foreclosures, unem-

ployment, poverty and manôs inhuman-

ity to man we do our best to serve our 

wonderful, loving, forgiving God.  

Each new spring the empty tomb is our 

reminder and assurance that Christ has 

indeed risen and is alive and continues 

to sustain us in our world today.  

Thanks Be To God! 

 

 Blessisngs, 

 

 

Guest performer, Harvey Montgomery 
and our own Mary Weeding perform at 
the March Candlelight Concert. 

Mark Reitz sews window coverings 
in preparation of the Good Friday 
service.  
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Board of Trustees Report  
By George Williams  
Chair, Trustee Committee 

 Two activities to give special 

thanks for: 

 Laurel Ankeny , Jan Crow, 

Brian Norvell and Mary Jo Nich-

ols made the Robins Hall useable 

again. They moved and/or hid most 

of the excess óstuffô, cleaned up and 

then organized the room. Meetings 

and classes can return to using the 

Robins Hall. 

 Don Campbell and his assistant 

Alaina Fountain with some help 

from Harvey Crow and me, tackled 

the exciting task of digging up some 

of the parsonage sewer system so it 

could be made useable again. Of 

course we also called in Brothers 

Plumbing for actual repairs. 

 Unfortunately, the sewer repairs 

mentioned above were only the 

emergency repairs. In the next cou-

ple of months we will have to dig up 

most of the external sewer pipes and 

get them replaced. 

 Don and his assistant, Alaina, 

also got us started on the outside 

painting. When weather permits we 

will be doing a lot of external paint-

ing. Many of the painting tasks can 

be done on days other than Wednes-

day. Anyone who wants to assist in 

the painting, please contact one of 

the Trustees and we will find an 

appropriate task. 

Thanks...      

 A huge note of gratitude to Daryl Bulkley and 

Shirley Williams for their creation and care of 

the gardens around Trinity Church.  They look 

beautiful and provide a warm welcome to all 

who approach the church. Thank you ! 

See Your Name in Lights!  
By Beth Mackey  

 Well, maybe print. Here is the opportunity 

you have been waiting for: a chance to join the 

tiny but productive Trinity newsletter staff. 

 Make our work lighter by becoming a regu-

lar contributor.  

 If you are interested please call the office 

and let Teresa know that you are willing to 

"give it a go". This is not a lifetime commit-

ment, trust me. Thanks. 

Spotlight 
(continued) 
 

 In 2005, the couple started plan-

ning a much-needed ñsabbaticalò 

year, desiring career change as well 

as adventure. They bought a Volks-

wagen camper-van, rented out their 

house and hit the road in 2006. 

 For 10 months, they traveled 

26,000 miles around the U.S. and 

eastern Canada, meeting new friends 

and seeking new perspectives. High-

lights were making music in the Ap-

palachians, staying in an Amish 

community in western New York 

and visiting countless historical sites 

and Civil War battlefields. Their 

lively travel blog can be viewed at 

www.travelblog.org/bloggers/

waltzing-matilda/. 

 Jeff was inspired by the trip to 

work in the renewable energy field. 

So upon returning to Port Townsend, 

he was hired by Power Trip Energy 

Corporation, which was founded by 

two PTHS graduates and has grown 

to six employees. He presently sells 

and designs solar electric systems on 

the Olympic and Kitsap peninsulas, 

and tends to the 2-KW photovoltaic 

system and solar thermal system 

installed on The Roostðthe Ran-

dallsô own home, designed by local 

architect Richard Berg and built in 

2002-03. 

 Post-trip, Shelly expanded her 

freelance magazine writing business 

to include communications services 

for small businesses and nonprofits. 

Before Soren was born, she worked 

with a dozen or so clients as the sole 

proprietor of Story Services. She 

continues to write occasionally for 

WoodenBoat, Sea Magazine and 

Living on the Peninsula. This year 

she is editing a quarterly newsletter 

for the Port of Port Townsend and 

blogging about life with Soren at  

randallroost.blogspot.com. 

 Having a child sent the Randalls 

church-shopping for a spiritual com-

munity. Fortunately they found it in 

the church closest to their Uptown 

home. Soren will be able to walk 

there before they know it!  
Molly Jacobson arranged for this 

article. 

Evelyn and Willy  
 Evelyn Freeman was honored on Palm Sun-

day for her many years of service, ministry and 

participation in the life of Trinity UMC. Best 

wishes to Evelyn and Bill  as they relocate to 

Seattle. Evelyn moved back into her Seattle 

home of many years. Bill resides in a loving care 

home. Thank you and best wishes, Evelyn! We 

will miss you and hold you both in our hearts 

and prayers. 

 Evelyn and Bill Freeman 
 3234 N.W. Market   

 Seattle, WA 98107 206-784-2801 

 

 Bill Freeman 

 2200 NW 199th 

 Shoreline, WA  98177  

Evelyn receives a beautiful statue, a gift made 
possible by  Wendy and Bill Metzer, owners of the  
Williams Gallery .  
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In Our Prayers  

 Please remember these people 
in your prayers:   
 Rev. Lindsay Ireland (pastor 
of Community UMC in Port Had-
lock), Betty and Ken Liukkonen 
(Laurelôs mother on the death of 
her brother), Mason Lindquist 
(grandson of Laurel and 
Wendell), the Fred Johnson 
family , Phyllis Nielsen (Beth 
Mackeyôs sister), Jeanne 
McConnell (friend of Ankenys),  
Dan Klietz (Wendellôs grand-
son), Harry Takata, Keith Jack-
son, Doris Hamby, Jenny Pack, 
Evelyn and Bill Freeman, 
Edythe Belcher, Doc Reed 
(father of Jennifer Jackson), 
Garrett Kimball (Donetteôs 
grandson), Aggie Ward (Don 
Campbellôs mother), Jeanette 
Colley , Mary Francis McCul-
lough (Ron and Annôs grand-
daughter), Wayne Ankeny 
(Wendellôs brother), Bobbie 
Dotson, Ruth Smith (daughter of 
Raleigh and Lois Haynes ).  
 Harvey Crowôs nephew, An-
thony Galaraza, Zenta Golts , 
Ann Mohr, Lorraine Newman, 
Tina Renner, Shirley Stahl, 
Gertrude Tjemsland, Susan 
Wills  (Saraôs mother), Rev. Jim 
Finkbeiner, Milo Jaster (nephew 
of Jean Kaldahl ), Shawn Len-
nertz Masters (Marleneôs grand-
son in Iraq),  
 Please pray for healing and 
support for our Trinity family, 
friends, family members and all 
those who are lonely, grieving, in 
need, homeless or looking for 
work and for peace in our world.  
 Also, remember in our prayers 
all those in the military and pray 
for all in harmôs way and for their 
families and all those who have 
lost loved ones to war.  

   

 An evening of Strings, 

Soprano Solos and our 

very own Petrof Piano!  

Thatôs the ñBill-O-Fareò 

for our next concert in 

May.  Trinity hosts four 

aspiring youthful stu-

dents of Violin, Cello 

and Piano. They are 

complemented by soloist 

Anna Nieman, 17, a 

Coloratura Soprano.  

Jamie Kowalski, 17, 

performs both on violin 

and piano. Madelyn 

Kowalski, 10, comple-

ments musical selections 

on cello. Kristin 

Mounts, 14, performs on 

piano. 

 The ñKowalski Sib-

lingsò are well known 

Port Townsend artists 

having performed in 

many different venues 

and concerts in the area, 

including previous Can-

dlelight Concerts.  

 Jamie has studied and 

performed on violin for 

nine years and currently 

mentors with University 

of Washingtonôs Violin 

Professor, Ron Patterson.  

In addition, Jamie plays 

piano and has been a 

student of Gwendolyn 

Moore (Turtle Bluff Con-

certs) for the past five 

years.  Jamieôs musical 

endeavors include The 

Academy of Music 

Northwest, where he 

performs with the Cham-

ber Ensemble, in addition 

to the Seattle Youth 

Symphony Orchestra.  

Jamie will be performing 

Beethovenôs Piano So-

nata No. 8 ñPathétiqueò, 
1st Movement plus Felix 

Mendelssohnôs Violin 

Concerto in E minor, 1st 

Movement. 

 Madelyn Kowalski has 

played cello for three 

years studying with Les-

lie Marckx. Leslieôs tal-

ents have earned her a 

position in the Debut 

Level of the Seattle 

Youth Symphony Or-

chestra.  She also plays 

with The String Quartet 

at the Seattle Conserva-

tory of Music.  Madelyn 

will perform Georg 

Goltermannôs Cello 

Concerto No. 4 in G 

Major. 

 Kristin Mounts will 

round out the instrument 

performances on the pi-

ano playing a selected 

Mozart Sonata.  Kristin 

is a student of Ikue Gold-

stein. 

 Highlighting the eve-

ning with solo singing, is 

Anna Nieman, a Colora-

tura Soprano (ornamental 

and dramatic ñtrillò 

sounds sometimes mim-

icking the high soothing 

sounds of nature, such as 

birds).  Anna is an ac-

complished soloist, re-

cently winning the Senior 

Division of the Port 

Townsend Kiwanis 

ñStars of Tomorrowò 

annual music competi-

tion.  Anna is one of two 

ñlead singersò, along 

with Harvey Montgom-

ery (Trinityôs March 

Candlelight Concert) at 

the Oak Bay Baptist 

Church in Port Hadlock.  

Anna has also performed 

at previous Candlelight 

Concerts as well as the 

Victorian Festival.  Anna 

highlights her program 

beginning with 

ñShepherd on the Rockò 

by Franz Schubert plus 

three songs by Joseph 

Haydn and three songs 

by Hugo Wolf. 

 This variety of Strings, 

Piano and Soprano Solos 

complements Trinityôs 

dedication to support our 

communityôs versatile 

young, aspiring and tal-

ented students of music 

through the Candlelight 

Concert Series. 

 Refreshments  follow 

the performance. Dona-

tions support local Port 

Townsend agencies as 

well as our own Restora-

tion Program. 

Candlelight Concert  
Thursday, May 28  

 By Dan Purnell  

BE THERE OR 
BE SQUARE!
THURSDAY, 
MAY 28

TH
 AT 

7:00 PM. 


