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The mission of Trinity 

United Methodist Church of 

Port Townsend is to be a  

welcoming ministry; to  

nurture spiritual  

development, fellowship 

 and outreach. 

 Our Dad was born on January 

23, 1920 at Columbus Hospital 

in Seattle, Washington. He was 

the second of five sons born to 

Clyde and Esther Hoskins.  Dad 

was 17 when his youngest 

brother, Gary, was born in 

1937.  Dadôs earliest memories 

are of living in Pe Ell, Wash-

ington.  When he was about 5 

his family moved to Seattle 

near Green Lake.  He talked 

about Green Lake being frozen 

around 1928 and watching peo-

ple out ice skating on the lake. 

 When Dad was in the fifth 

grade his family moved to 

Kingston as Grandpa Clyde had 

a new job at the Pope & Talbot 

lumber mill in Port Gamble.  

This was Dadôs favorite place 

to live and he shared many sto-

ries with us, of the antics of 

him and his three brothers plus 

their school pals.  Several times 

he took us back to some of his 

old haunts in Kingston. 

 In 1931 his family moved 

back to the then rural north end 

of Seattle near 162nd Street and 

11th Avenue NE, where our 

great-grandfather built our 

grandparents a new home, 

which is still being lived in 

today.  Dad took the bus to 

school and graduated from Lin-

coln High School in 1936.  

 At the age of 17, he began a 

half-day job with Abbott Labo-

ratories Pharmaceutical Com-

pany, working in the ware-

house.  His first paycheck was 

for $40 per month, more money 

than heôd ever had.  He was 

able to buy his first car, a 1927 

Model T Ford 4-door touring 

car. 

 After he graduated from Lin-

coln, Abbott hired him full-

time.  He continued to work in 

the warehouse until in 1941.  

The attack on Pearl Harbor 

changed his life and that of 

many others.  In early January 

1942 Dad reported to Fort 

Lewis for induction in the 

Army.  But because he was 

under weight they refused to 

take him. However, the Navy 

did!  He trained at Moffett 

Field in Mountain View, Cali-

fornia and became part of an 

outfit called ñLion 6ò ï a new 

unit trained to setup mobile 

hospitals in anticipation of the 

many casualties of the growing 

war.  Mountain View is also 

where our parents were married 

on September 26, 1942.  They 

had dated in Seattle and our 

mother moved to Mountain 

View and worked at a local 

lumber yard, just to be closer to 

Dad. 

 Dad was eventually ordered 

to the South Pacific Theater just 

three months after their mar-

riage.  During World War II he 

was a Pharmacistôs Mate as-

signed to a station in the New 

Hebrides Islands.  This is where 

he spent war time until he was 

sent back to Oklahoma City for 

recruiting duty.  In 1945, he 

was discharged from the Navy 

and I, Donna, was their first 

born.  When I was just 6 weeks 

old they made their move back 

to Seattle. 

 After driving his family back 

to the Northwest, Dad went to 

work for Abbott once again.  

He changed positions from the 

warehouse to the front office 

and eventually worked his way 

up to Branch Manager.  Two 

brothers were added to our fam-

ily, Norman in 1948 and 

Gordon in 1951.  In 1965 Ab-

bott moved from downtown 

Seattle to Tukwila and my par-

ents left their North Seattle 

home which they had pur-

chased in 1946 for $5,900 and 

purchased a new home in south 

Seattle. 

 In 1971 Dad was asked to 

move to Los Angeles to man-

age the Abbott branch there.  

This was a big move for our 

parents as they had spent most 

of their lives in Seattle.  This, 

however, turned out to be a 

great choice!  Dad eventually 

retired at the age of 57 and they 

lived in their Fullerton, Califor-

nia home for over 40 years.  

Our mother passed away June 

22, 2006, just one day before 

her 88th birthday.  They had 

been married for 63 years.  

 With much soul searching, 

Dad made the decision to move 

back to the Northwest to be 

closer to Dan and me as well as 

his remaining two brothers.  In 

September of 2008 he moved to 

Seaport Landing and he became 

a much loved resident. 
      (cont. on page 3) 
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 This is a great time of the year. I 

have always gotten a little frantic as 

there seems to be so much to do and 

not enough time. But the fast pace is 

good.  When our two children were 

younger my way to deal with it was to 

go shop.  The last few years Iôve spent 

lots of time cooking.  This year it is 

less about cooking and more about 

just enjoying the season.  As of today 

I do not have the Christmas lights up, 

I havenôt been cooking Christmas 

goodies and Iôve only bought presents 

for my 2 grandchildren.  Iôve decided 

to be OK with that. 

 Thank you for allowing Trinity to 

continue to operate in the black.  We 

have been able to keep the Apportion-

ments paid up to date and should be 

able to end the year paying them 

100%.  Our fundraiser for The Heifer 

Project is going well.  As of the end of 

November there is $2,545 donated to 

this project.  I donôt have the paper-

work for December, but much more 

has been donated and it appears that 

we could make our goal again of 

$5,000. 

 I have tallied up each pledge card 

that will guide our finances in 2010.  

Cards are kept strictly confidential.  

Pledges made in 2009 were $54,860.  

The budget showed that we needed 

$96,920 to balance it.  For 2010 we 

believe we need $90,770 in Pledges to 

balance the budget.  We have received 

pledges of $65,504.  Thatôs a deficit 

of $25,266.  That amount is a little 

unsettling, but it puts us in a better 

position than we were when we 

started 2009.  

 On Wednesday, December 9th the 

oil tank at Trinity ran out of oil.  We 

had not received a bill or a fill up in 

November and I was starting to get a 

little nervous.  Don Campbell came 

to the rescue and was able to get a 

delivery right away.  Our 275 gallon 

tank took 280.6 gallons.  The bill is 

$802.  Itôs fortunate that this was re-

solved quickly without broken pipes 

or other issues due to the temperature 

hovering below freezing. 

 All bills for November have been 

paid and Iôm hopeful that the year will 

end with all bills paid including the 

Apportionment.  The balances in our 

accounts as of November 30th 2009 

are: 

 

Operating Account................... $   933 

Operating Savings.................... $6,394 

Restoration............................... $3,045 

Designated Funds..................... $3,531 

Designated Funds Savings......  $1,019 

 PEW REFINISHING: A third pew 

has been finished and installed in the 

sanctuary. We decided that starting on 

the next pews in December would 

result in missing pews over Christ-

mas. Thus, the next 4 pews will start 

refinishing in January. Pew restora-

tion will proceed only as we have 

money specified for pew restoration. 

Designated donations for pew refin-

ishing are appreciated. 

 PEW CUSHIONS: Pew cushions 

are scheduled to be created in January 

and February. We look forward to 

seeing the design created by Terry 

Reitz. The completion and installa-

tion of the pew cushions is independ-

ent of the pew restoration work. 

 I like new starts.  New Years, new adven-

tures, clean slates and blank pages can be ex-

citing. If we try to live in the NOW, old mis-

takes and regrets donôt matter and the future 

writes its self. 

 I do worry about the economy, health care 

unemployment, the hungry and homeless, the  

health of the earth and two wars.  And still the 

recession presents us with an enormous oppor-

tunity to rediscover our values as people, as 

families, as communities of faith and as a na-

tion. 

 As people of faith we have opportunities for 

leadership to demonstrate our resilience, our 

self-sufficiency and grit.  This week Port 

Townsend was without clean drinking water 

for 24 hours because of a water line break. It 

reminded me of how blessed we are to have 

safe water to drink.  I am not suggesting that 

we all drill our own wells but it is a wake up 

call for self-sufficiency in some areas. 

 Community gardens, or pea patches like the 

old Victory gardens of our youth, could pro-

vide our families with fresh fruits and vegeta-

bles as well as independence. Teaching young 

families how to shop, prepare and can or freeze 

meals would be community building. 

 We have a well-equipped church kitchen and 

room for mentoring and sharing from the vast 

experience and knowledge within our church 

family. 

 The concerns triggered by our national eco-

nomic down turn, our need to boil water and 

belt tightening raises issues for personal, fam-

ily and national priorities. This has been called 

our habits of the heart, our measure of suc-

cess, the values of our families and our chil-

dren, our spiritual well being and the ultimate 

goals and purposes of life. 

 At Trinity we have been blessed with faith-

ful, dedicated people who are generous with 

their time, talent and resources. It is a joy for 

me to be allowed to be your pastor for the past 

ten years. None of us know what the future 

holds for us but I am counting on it to be 

bright. 

 I wish you success, contentment and love.  

As we plan for 2010, may we be ever thankful 

for the multitude of blessings we enjoy. 

 

With Love,  



Pipe Organ Report No. 34: The Baroque Organ  
By Stan Goddard  
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 We only had one year with him close 

by, but we certainly made the most of 

it.  Each day was a gift and one we will 

treasure for years to come.  We either 

saw or spoke with him almost every 

day.  Although he left us much too 

soon we were able, with the help of 

Hospice, to give him a ñgoodò death.  

He was surrounded by my brother and 

sister-in-law, Norm and Kathy , Dan 

and me, plus his 2 remaining brothers 

and my aunt.  Marla Weed, our Hos-

pice nurse was also present.  Dad was 

at peace and comfortable and had just 

been baptized by Wendell with Laurel  

present, three days before he joined our 

Lord. 

 Dad will be remembered for his hu-

mor and teasing, his positive attitude 

and his direct style of life. 

 Since the last organ report in October much 

has occurred.  One of the wind chests that had 

been installed exhibited chronic problems in that 

the valving that controlled the air to some of the 

pipes would not open and close reliably no mat-

ter what adjustments were made to them. It was 

decided to remove the chest from the balcony 

and take it to Clint Meadway's shop where it 

could be rebuilt. As this decision was made when 

the choir was finished with rehearsal, some 

members gladly assisted with the (grunt) work of 

removing the chest and its components to Clint's 

van.  

 The chest was rebuilt with many small helical 

springs being replaced as needed in its valving 

and all clearances were carefully checked and 

adjusted (very fussy work). That work has now 

been completed. The chest was put back in place 

yesterday. 

 The top photo shows the chest in its current 

installation, with its pipes back in place. Under-

neath the wind chest can be seen its pressure 

regulator, which is a large wooden box with a 

floating (bellows) top. The chest and regulator 

are connected together by 4" plastic piping. The 

next task is to hook the wind chest up to its elec-

tronics, supply some wind and see whether our 

efforts have been successful.  

 During the time that the chest was removed we 

used the opportunity to install and connect pres-

sure regulators similar to the one in the photo to 

each of the other wind chests. This required holes 

to be cut in each of the regulators and fit them 

with pipe flanges, to allow air from the blower to 

flow in, be regulated in pressure, then flow out to 

the chest. 

    The bottom photo shows the main wind line 

and some of its branches to wind chests. There is 

one more regulator yet to be installed, but we 

have not found the wind chest we need. That is 

another story. 

    We thought we had found exactly what we 

needed on Ebay accompanied by a rank of pipes 

that are on our list. This sounded very interesting 

except for one sour note. The seller, located in 

the middle of Kansas (Marion) mentioned 

"pickup only". Usually, some arrangement can 

be made for some local firm to pack up the items 

and prepare them for shipping and have them 

picked up. In this case it didn't work out. After 

half a dozen e-mails and calls to friends in Kan-

sas, nothing has worked out. We did consider 

other options and found out in the process just 

how far Marion, KS is from Port Townsend - 

1800 miles and the cost for a small truck would 

be $1200.00 plus fuel and travel expenses. This 

is a bit rich for items whose total cost was less 

than $1000.00. At this point we've put the deal 

on hold. Too bad it didn't work out as it would 

have been great to move the wind chest into po-

sition while the other one was in the shop and 

out of the way. Probably Murphy's law in action. 

Now that the repaired chest is in place we'll 

probably find what we need!  

    The small keyboard that resided in the Robin's 

room has been moved up to the balcony and 

wired with connectors (thanks to Dick Allyn ) 

which will allow the pipes to be tuned directly 

from there. Tuning and adjustment will begin 

after Christmas.  

    Thank you for your interest and support.  Stay 

tuned! 

 There will be a  
Memorial Service at  

Trinity UMC for  
 Donald K. Hoskins  

 Saturday, January 23,  
 at 1:00 p.m.  
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The Choral Belles sang to a full house at the December Candlelight  
Concert.  The choir is directed by Mary Lou Montgomery . 

Christmas Eve Baptism:  
Scott Keegan McQuillen 
Hill with Wendell and Baby 
�6�F�R�W�W�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\�� 

Christmas at Trinity  


